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of renown, which, believed in and heeded, 
nourished and obeyed, will grow up into au- 
thority and power, and bear fruit unto life 
eternal. ‘‘The kingdom of God,” saith the 
Saviour, “ cometh not with observation: neith- 
er shall they say, Lo here! or, Lo there! for, 
behold, the kingdom of God is within you.” 
It is this kingdom of God within, likened to 
‘‘a grain of mustard-seed, which, when it is 
sown is less than all the seeds that be in the 
earth,” that we are so especially called to re- 
gard and to turn to, as that which will then, 
under the Divine blessing, grow up to fruit- 
fulness, yielding with some thirty, with some 
sixty, and with some an hundred fold, to the 
praise of the Redeemer’s all-sufficient grace. 

John Griffith’s conversation, life and min- 
istry pointed to the inculcation and promotion 
of these great truths. And though, as is 
written in a testimony from the Monthly 
Meeting of Witham, in Essex, England, con- 
cerning him, “Few were his companions, 
zealously concerned for the restoration of 
good order, which rendered the task more 
arduous :” yet it is believed that the baptisms 
and exercises of spirit he went through for 
the church’s sake, were not only as acceptable 
incense before the throne of the Omniscient, 
but tended, together with his varied gospel 
labors, to the tele and edification, after the 
power of an endless life, of those whom he 
labored amongst, and who were witnesses of 
his zeal for that ever glorious cause which is 
dignified with immortality and crowned with 
eternal life. He thus prefaces his journal : 

“Tt hath been much upon my mind to write 
something by way of journal, of my life, 
travels, and experience in the gracious and 
merciful dealings of the Lord with me, 
through the course of my pilgrimage in this 
world ; together with some remarks on the 
state of our Society in my time, interspersed 
with divers observations relating to our con- 
duct in various stations in life, but chiefly in 
a religious sense; to remain, when my body 
is laid in the dust, a lasting memorial and 
testimony to the Truth. And as the Lord 
shall be pleased to open my understanding, 
[ may also afford profitable way-marks to 
some weary travellers, who are secking a city 
that hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God. 

“T was born on the 21st day of the Fifth 
month, 1713, in Radnorshire, South Wales; 
being favored with parents who had the sub- 
stance of religion in themselves, and were 
conscientiously concerned to train up their 
children in the fear of God. 

“T was favéred with the heart-melting visi- 
tations of God’s love, I think, when about 
seven or eight years old; and frequently ex- 
perienced his name to be in the assemblies of BX 
his people as precious ointment poured forth ;|in that he did not cut me off, when I wilfully 
“second coming” as the Spiritof Truth, or “an- whereby my desires were greatly raised to resisted the reproof of his instruction, which 
other Comforter” in the heart, in the place of! attend meetings for Divine worship. For al-|is the way to life, because I wanted to live in 
the crucified yet risen and glorified Lord Jesus, though, like Samuel of old, I was as yet un-|the vain pleasures of this perishing world.” 
ig the same little seed of the kingdom or plant |acquainted with the voice of God, neither did (To be continued.) 


I clearly understand from whence that pre- 
cious consolation, which I felt, came; yet, I 
well remember something working powerfully 4 
in my tender, weak mind, by way of opposi- } 
tion to that sweet, heavenly enjoyment, in — 4 
order to deprive me thereof, by presenting to ‘a 
my view some transitory delight, and by fill- 4 
ing my mind with vain, unprofitable, and ; 
sometimes wicked and blasphemous thoughts, Hi 
which were a great affliction to me. Then 4 
he, who was a liar from the beginning, wou!d 
suggest to my weak mind, that the only way 
to get over such uneasiness, was to give way i 
to those thoughts, and to be utterly regard- 
less of what passed through my mind. I 
found the flesh wanted ease, and, to save itself, 
willingly joined herein with the temptations 5 
of Satan, whereby I got a kind of present ease; is 
but it was by such gratifications as tended to ‘ 
heap up wrath against the day of wrath, and i 
the revelation of the righteous judgments of P 
God. So that, notwithstanding the false ease 

contrived by my soul’s enemy; I did, at times, 

very sensibly feel, as I grew up, this peace 

disturbed and broken by a sense of God’s ‘ 
wrath, revealed from heaven against my un- ; 
righteousness; and great bitterness of spirit 
I was often in, when the chastening of the 
Lord was upon me for sin. I would, at such 
times, enter into covenant with the Lord, 
promising amendment ; but as those promises 
were made much in my own will, they were ; 
soon broken, and that would increase the ie 
weight of my horror and distress: the Lord, 

in infinite mercy, being pleased to find me -« 
out, and to plead with me as in the valley of 
decision. In writing this, my mind is greatly 
moved with pity and bowels of compassion 
towards inconsiderate youth; who for the 
sake of trifling vanities, slighting their own 
mercies, are subjected to distress of mind: 
and the case is still worse, when by repeated 
disobedience and rebellion against God’s un- 
merited grace, they have almost stifled his 
Divine witness in their own hearts, and go on 
with impunity; for an awakening time will 
come, soon or late, which must strike all such 
with horror and amazement. May it be in 
mercy. 

“My godly parents were very careful to 
prevent my falling into evil company; not- 
withstanding which, I frequently, without 
their knowledge, found such, and Joined them 
in those vanities which are incident to youth ; 
and perhaps was not a whit behind any of 
them therein ; yet in the cool of the day, | was 
sharply reproved for the same; nay some- 
times, in the very midst of my folly. But by 
this time I wanted to silence that pure wit- 
ness against evil in my heart. Ob! I have 
often since, with deep reverence, thankfully 
admired the long-suffering of a gracious God, 
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For “The Friend.” 























John Griffith, 


“The memory of the just is blessed.” In 
reading again lately “'fhe Journal of John 
Griffith,” 1 have thought it might be accept- 
able as well as profitable to the readers of 
“The Friend,” to have thus revived some of 
the early experiences—the precious, tendering 
visitations, the withstanding, through Holy 
Help, closely besetting temptations, the cove- 
nant of love and espousal, with the blessing 
of the Lord on his early seeking Him—as 
well as the lively evidence of the more mature 
faith and faithfulness, in humility and watch. 
fulness, unto the perfection of holiness in the 
fear of God ; both of which are so refreshingly 
and instructively represented in this good 
man’s life. Changes and vicissitudes, diso- 
bedience and repentings, sin resisting grace, 
and grace striving against sin, marked, with 
that of many others, John Griffith’s youthful 
path and pilgrimage; but through the tender 
mercy and compassion of Him who called him 
out of darkness into His marvellous light, he 
was enabled to grow from the state of a child, 
to that of a young man, and then a strong 
man in the ever blessed Truth—to grow in 
grace and the experimental knowledge of the 
Son of God unto his measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ. 

This journal affords another example, that 
amid all the changes, the discoveries, the im- 
provements in the arts and sciences, and in 
the material condition of mankind that are 
having place around us, the requisitions of 
the gospel of Jesus remain unchanged as does 
their Holy Author—the way, the trath, and 
the life—the same yesterday, to-day, and for- 
ever. How important it is for us, in this 
boasted epoch of the march of refinement, 
and of advancing science and intellect, not to 
forget that the despised Babe in Bethlehem’s 
manger—‘ the root out of dry ground”—is 
the same Child born and Son given, the same 
Saviour and ‘‘ Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world,” in these days, in all days, 
asin that of His first advent; and that His 
























































































































NSO ee eer’ 






eee ee eee 










ara 
ee 


9 





























ee ee Oe te Sree Oa eR ee 















a a ee Se See 








SS. == = ae 
o 








THE FRIEND. 


made article, as it should be, and will cheat 


Do Your Work Well. 


“Are you going to let that pass?” said one 
workman to another, a shade of surprise in 
his voice. 

“Why not?” was the answer. 
never be seen.” 

“Would you buy the article, if you knew 
just how it was made?” 

°Za.” 

“Why not?” 

“ Because it might give out in a year, in- 
stead of lasting five years.” 

“And are you going to let the job pass, 
when you know that whoever buys it will be 
cheated ?” said the fellow workmen. 

“ Oh, you’re more nice than wise,” returned 
the other with a toss of the head. “ You draw 
things too fine.” 

“ Suppose Mr. Gray, down at the store, were 
to sell you stuff for pants that he knew would 
drop to pieces in less than six months? 
Woaldn’t you call him a swindler?” 

“ Perhaps I would.” 

“Is there really any difference in the cases? 
Whoever buys this article that you are mak- 
ing will be cheated out of his money. You 
will not deny that. As much cheated as you 
would be if Gray sold you rotten cloth.” 

The journeyman shrugged his shoulders 
and arched his eyebrows. 

“We must draw things fine,” resumed the 
other, “if we would be fair and honest. 
Morality has no special bearing, but applies 
to all men’s dealings with their fellow-men. 
To wrong another for gain to ourselves, is 
dishonest. Is not that so? 


“Tt will 


“You slight this job, that you may get it 
done in a shorter time than would be possible 
if you made it stronger in every part. 


Thus 
in order to gain a dollar or two more than 
honest work will give, you let an article leave 
your hands that will prove a cheat to the man 
that buys it. I tell you, it is not right! We 
must do as we would be done by in our work, 
asin everything else. There are not two codes 
of honesty—one for shopkeepers and one for 
workmen. Whoever wrongs his neighbor 
out of his money, cheats him.” 

The other journeyman turned away from 
his monitor, looked half offended and bent 
over his work-bench. At first he went on 
finishing his job; but after awhile his fellow- 
workman saw him take out a defective piece 
of wood, and then remove another which had 
not been properly squared and jointed. Ob- 
serving him still, he saw him detach a piece 
which had simply been driven into place, and 
which gave no real strength, and after select- 
ing another, three or four inches longer, set 
it by mortice and tenon firmly into the article 
he was making. 

All this was done at an expenditure of time 
not exceeding an hour and a half. 

“There,” said he, in a tone of satisfaction, 
speaking to his fellow-workman. “If that 
does not last forever, it will be no fault of 
mine.” 

“A good honest job,” remarked the other. 

“ As ever was done.” 

“And you feel better about it than you 
would have done had it left your hands to 
cheat the purchaser out of his money ?” 

“Yes, Ido.” The answer came frankly. 

“How much more time has it cost you to 
do this work well?” was asked. 

“Oh, not over an hour or two.” 

“And the thing is worth ten dollars more 
to the buyer. In other words it is a well 


nobody.’ Now you have done as you would 
be done by ; have kept your conscience clear ; 
have acted as a Christian man should.” 

“Oh, as to that, I don’t profess to be a 
Christian,” said the other. I’m no hypocrite.” 

“ A Christian profession is one thing, and 
a Christian life another,” answered the fellow 
workman. “ All professors are not Christians. 
Religion is a thing of daily life, and unless it 
comes down into a man’s work and business, 
is not worth a copper. No amount of’church 
going, or praying or singing, will save a man, 
if he is not honest in his dealings. He must 
do as he would be done by—must begin just 
as you have begun, by refusing to wrong his 
neighbor, though tempted to do so that he 
may get an advantage for himself. 

“A new kind of religion that,” remarked 
the journeyman. 

‘*As old as Christianity,” said the other, 
‘“‘and the only kind that will save men. ‘As 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them, for this is the law and the 
prophets.’ He who said this knew all about 
it. And I am sure that if we begin to be just 
to our neighbor, to try all things, to do as 
we would be done by, our feet will have en- 
tered the way that leads Heavenward—and 
though we may be a long way from that 
happy country, if we keep walking on we 
shall surely get there in the end.” 

emrnadiltelpiniaaaees 

An English gentleman thus records his ob- 
servations on an interesting, though not gen- 
erally appreciated, member of the genus rana: 
“The fact that the common frog is capable of 
erying out lustily when he feels himself in 
danger, does not seem to have been frequently 
remarked. In my small walled garden there 
is a common frog who is persecuted by three 
cats. His residence is a heap of slates at the 
foot of an ivied wall, and here he is safe. But 
if he ventures far abroad his tormentors soon 
espy him, and, though they seem nearly as 
much terrified as himself, they cannot resist 
the temptation to touch him with their paws. 
He immediately opens his mouth and utters a 
prolonged cry, which appears to be very sur- 
prising to the cats, who draw back for a few 
moments, and then pat him again, apparently 
out of mere curiosity, to be again scared by 
the same unusual sound. This sound is a 
shrill and rather sibilant wail, like the note 
of a small penny trumpet or the cry of a new- 
born infant. There can be no mistake about 
it, as I have repeatedly touched the frog with 
my own hand after driving the cats away, 
and the same cry has immediately followed, 
the lower jaw being-dropped so that the mouth 
stands open about a quarter of an inch at the 
tip.—Late Paper. 

France, Germany and Austria are vieing 
with each other in astronomical activity. In 
the grounds of the Paris Observatory a four- 
foot Foucault mirror is in process of erection, 
and M. Le Verrier has already obtained a 
grant for a thirty inch refractor. The Vienna 
Observatory is also making arrangements for 
the reception of a telescope of similar aper- 
ture. Messrs. Merz have nearly completed a 
lens of twenty-inch aperture for the Univer- 
sity of Strasburg. In France, the newly- 
created Hcole Speciale des Hautes Etudes is to 
be taken advantage of to form a school of as- 
tronomy; in Germany many such schools 
exist already.—Late Pauper. 


For “The Friend.” 

A few Questions and Answers relative to some of the 

Doctrines and Testimonies of the Society of Friends, 

(Concluded from page 122. 

Question.—If it was the Holy Spirit of 
Christ Jesus that in the beginning led Friends 
out of the vain fashions, customs, manners, 
and needless ceremonies of the world, can it 
be that the same Heavenly Guidance would 
now lead them back again into them? 

Answer—No: it cannot so be. And we 
are thence impelled to the belief that the 
reason why any of our members ignore, and 
are not willing to keep up these outward 
marks of distinction, is from want of faithful 
obedience to the law of the Spirit of Life in 
Christ Jesus, which did so marvellously work 
for our forefathers; and, as respects fidelity 
in little things or in great things, would no 
less preserve us; and sosettle on the unchange- 
able foundation that no divination or enchant- 
ment would be permitted to prevail against 
us. We are moreover assured that the ex- 
istence of our religious Society as a distinct 
body of professors—and which is every day 
becoming more manifest—greatly depends 
upon the faithful, unfaltering adherence of 
our members, second only to their adherence 
to the Life and Light of the everliving and 
eternal Word manifested in the heart to those 
testimonies of Truth, inseparable from the 
doctrines, both of which being committed as 
a sacred trust to us. 

Q.—Why do some Friends object to First- 
day schools as now set up and conducted ? 

A.—Perhaps very few if any of our mem- 
bers object to First-day schools set up and 
kept by religiously minded teachers, for the 
instruction and help of the poor and neglected 
children of their respective neighborhoods; 
which may be, under the Divine blessing a 
great advantage to such scholars. Their ob- 
jection Iles to the manner of conducting these 
schools both as regards the too formal, if not 
irreverent offerings of what is called prayer, 
which solemnly devotional act should only be 
entered upon under the immediate constrain- 
ing influence of the Holy Spirit ; together with 
the attempted instruction in religious truths 
before the teachers have experienced these 
themselves, so as to have their own life and 
conversation leavened into consistency there- 
with; and also before the alone qualifying 
Power from on high, it is to be feared, has 
been witnessed. Nothing is more true than 
that worldly-minded parents or teachers can- 
not train youth in the pure, hamble fear and 
love of God; because the natural or unre- 
newed man cannot understand the things of 
the Spirit of God. Then is there not in these 
truly responsible positions much room for the 
Poet’s admonition :— 


“God known to thee, not notionally, not 
Traditionally, or according to 
The strained conceivings of a human brain, 
As shown in this or that man’s commentary, 
But God revealed to thee internally, 
When best he speaks, and thou dost need him most.” 


Q.— What is the conscientious belief of 
these Friends, and what the great duty of 
parents in this matter? 

A.—It is moreover the conscientious belief 
of those Friends who feel restrained from 
joining m this popular movement, that no 
substitute of this kind—no casting the burden 
upon others—can absolve Friends who are 
parents, as delegated under shepherds of their 
respective families, from the responsible obli- 
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children in the doctrines and testimonies of the gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
the Christian religion as held by us as a peo- Christ. 

le. What is so much wanting is, that these , 5 
should experience a deep religious concern,| Deciphering Burnt Documents.—Rathelot, an 
and. be fully alive to the important duty de-| Officer of the Paris law courts, has succeeded 
volving upon them as helpers of the present ,in an ingenious manner in transcribing a num- 
and of the future well-being of their beloved ber of the registers which were burnt during 
offspring. Then would they not trust to the Commune. These registers had remained 
others, the never to be ignored christian duty |8° long in the fire that each of them seemed 
of training their children in the nurture and|to have become a homogeneous block, more 
admonition of the Lord. A failure in which, \like a slab of charcoal than anything else, and 
it is believed, will add greatly to the account-|When an attempt was made to detach a leaf 
ability of this class in the solemnly approach. |it fell away into powder, Many scientific men 
ing period of judgment tocome. Did parents had examined these unpromising black blocks, 
dwell under and feel the religious concern al- when Rathelot hit upon the following method 
luded to, they could not but seek after a right of operation :—In the first place he cut off the 
qualification frequently to gather their chil-|back of the book so as to leave nothing buat 
dren for religious retirement and serious read-|the mass of leaves which the fire had caused 





ing of the Holy Scriptures with other re- 
ligious books; and before all, how would the 
exercised spirit of such parents, and their 
earnest prayers from broken and contrite and 
rae 5 hearts, go up as acceptable incense 
efore the throne of our tender, pitying Father. 
QO! did parents but duly feel the grave respon- 
sibility resting upon them, how would they 
seek in the first place to yield themselves as obe- 
dient children to the one only true Teacher ; | 
that thus*through the qualifying power—the | 
leadings and teachings of the Saviour’s grace 
in the heart—they might, in their measure, 
be enabled from living experience to invite the 
precious lambs committed to their charge in 
the words of a great apostle: “Be ye fol- 
lowers of me, even as I also am of Christ.” 
— “ Be ye followers of God as dear chil- 
ren.” 

Q.—What does that worthy Friend and 
minister, John Griffith, say in relation to the 
means by which the Scriptures are to be un- 
derstood ? 

A.—He says, “I am well assured, by cer- 
tain experience, that the mysteries couched 
in these holy writings cannot be profitably 
understood, but by the same Spirit which in- 
spired the penmen of them; therefore it is 
vain presumption for fallen and unregenerate 
man, by his earthly wisdom and human learn- 
ing, to attempt the unfolding of heavenly 
mysteries. The lip of Trath hath signified 
that these are hid from the wise and prudent 
of this world, and revealed unto the humble, 
dependent babes and sucklings, who sensibly 
experience their sufficiency for every good 
word and work to proceed immediately from 
God alone, and that Christ is made unto them 
wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and 
redemption.” . 

Q.—In conclusion ? 

A.—In conclusion, we would convey the 
earnest, heart-felt breathing and solicitude, 
that He who raised up this Society, called its 
members from the lo-here’s and the lo-there’s 
of creaturely activity, into inward stillness 
and communion with himself, and who has 
80 signally watered and blessed it with the 
dew of heavei—the outpouring of his Holy 
Spirit—may, notwithstanding its Christian 
reputation has been somewhat eclipsed by 
the disaffection of nominal, lukewarm pro- 
fessors, again bring us to the teachableness, 
the self-denial, the simplicity, the fidelity and 
faithfulness of early espousals, and of former 
years ; again turn our captivity as the streams 
of the south; again restore judges and coun- 
sellors as at the beginning ; who, as they did, 
shall stand nobly and unflinchingly for the 


ee 
———— 


to adhere to each other; he then steeped the 
book in water, and afterwards exposed it, all 
wet as it was, to the heat at the mouth of a 
calorifere ; the water, as it evaporated, raised 
the leaves one by one, and they could be 
separated, but with extraordinary precau- 
tions. Each sheet was then deciphered and 
transcribed, and the copy certified by a legal 
officer. In this way the records of nearly 
70,000 official acts have been saved. The ap- 


writing appeared of a dull black, while the 
velvet decorations on a black satin ground, 
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vant said: 
swer three questions? 


you came into it?” 
“ Of course.” 


“ And will He not also do the same when 


you are gone out of it?” 
“T know that.” 


“Then do you not think, sir, that He is 
able to govern it while you are in it?” The 
ambassador smiled assent, turned round, and 


slept calmly. 


Alas! it is the slowest and most painful 
lesson that Faith bas to learn—Faith, not In- 
difference—to do steadfastly and patiently, 
all that lies in her hand, and then leave it, 
believing that the Almighty is able to govern 


His own world. 





Strong Men.—Strength of character consists 
of two things: power of will and power of self- 
It requires two things, therefore, 
for its existence: strong feelings and strong 
command over them. Now we all very often 
mistake strong feelings for character. A man 
who bears all before him. before whose wild 
bursts of fury the children of the household 
quake, because he has his own way in all 
The truth 
is, he is a weak man; it is his passions that 


restraint. 


things, we call him a strong man. 


are strong, he, mastered by them, is weak. 


pearance of the pages was very curious; the 
























paper was of a lustrous black, something like 


so that the entries were not difficult to read. 


Many a young face do I see, wearing the in- 
describle Martha-look, “ troubled about many 
things,” whom I would fain remind of the 
anecdote of the ambassador in China. To 
him, tossing sleepless on his bed, his old ser- 


“Sir, may I put to you, and will you an- 
First, did not the 
Almighty govern this world very well before 





gation of instructing and training their dear support of the principles and testimonies of|a flagrant injury and then reply calmly? That 


man is morally strong. Or did we ever see a 
man in anguish stand as if carved out of solid 
rock, mastering himself? Or one bearing a 
hopeless daily trial remain silent, and never 
tell the world what cankered his home peace ? 
That is strength. He, who with strong pas- 
sions remains chaste; he who, indignation 
within him, can be provoked and yet restrain 
himself and forgive, those are strong men, 
the moral heroes.—Late Paper. 





For “The Friend.” 
John Finch Marsh. 
(Continued from page 123.) 
Croydon, 5th of 8th mo. 1850. 

My beloved friend, kt. B. B.—Love is indeed 
the badge of discipleship, and how strength- 
ening are the words of our blessed Saviour, 
“ By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 
And again, the testimony of a beloved Apos- 
tle, ‘‘ We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the brethren.” 
Ah how precious is that love which flows one 
towards the other in the hearts of those who 
love the Lord Jesus in sincerity. How sweet 
the fellowship those enjoy who seek to follow 
Him in the regeneration, and walk in newness 
of life; who by obedience to the teachings of 
His grace and good Spirit, evidence that they 
do aspire after unsullied purity of life,—these 
as they keep near to, and follow the pure lead- 
ings of Truth, are given to see eye to eye, and 
understand what it is to walk by the same 
rule, and to mind the same thing,—these hold 
sweet communion in spirit together, being also 
permitted at times to sit together as in hea- 
venly places in Christ Jesus,—their minds 
thus clothed with love and sweetness, they 
cannot well do other than endeavor to en- 
courage one another to persevere on their 
pilgrimage journey, for out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh forth the 
praises of Him who hath called, and in mercy 
still calls out of darkness into His marvellous 
light; and in the overflowing of their cup, and 
under the constraining influence of His love, 
are engaged to invite others to come, taste 
and see that the Lord is good ; and as liberty 
is felt for it, to tell of what He hath done for 
their souls. 

Thy allusion to our outward parting when 
I saw thee off in the railway carriage from 
Croydon, was acomfort tome. It was a trial 
to my feelings, the parting from one I sodearly 
love, especially so, as the time of our being 
together by ourselves was so short and limited, 
that my heart and mind did not get that vent, 
did not obtain that full relief desired. But 
the excitement, &c., of attending a Yearly 
Meeting, does in measure deprive of that quiet 
enjoyment of the company of one’s friends, 
and which those of one heart, and one mind, 
seem so to require. Had time allowed us a 
season of quiet alone before we separated, it 
might have afforded me some relief to have 
bent the knee in vocal supplication and thanks- 
giving. 





To an acknowledged Minister. 
1854. 
* I think I may further say 


* * * 


You must measure the strength of a man}that mine eye often affecteth my heart, in be- 


by the power of the feeling he subdues, not 
by the power of those that subdue him. And 
hence composure is often the highest result 
of strength. Did we ever see a man receive 


holding how for the most part, the children 
of this people turn aside, apparently slight. 
ing their many privileges; and how especi- 
ally does it appear amongst the children of 
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those in the station of minister and elder; that 
when some such are liberated to travel on 
Truth’s account, I seem ready to query how far 
their own hands are sufficiently clear of their 
dear children, and of their houses and homes, 
as to go forth on the solemn errand of visit- 
ing the Churches,—for surely I think the 
hands of such must feel weakened by their 
dear children, and in many instances by the 
undue and unrestrained liberty they them- 
selves allow in their children and families, so 
as not to be prepared with that honesty and 
acceptance to counsel others in the way of the 
cross, the path of self-denial. I might add 
more, but now conclude, and in that love in 
which I have written, I remain thy affection- 
ate friend, Joun F. Marsu. 


To his medical attendant. 

Dear friend,—As absence from home pre- 
vented my seeing thee when thou last called, 
Iam best satisfied to express my feeling of 
thankfulness, for thy kind, judicious treat- 
ment in my recent indisposition, which under 
the Divine blessing has been the means of my 
regaining a comfortable share of bodily health 
and strength. 

1 may a'so say that during thy little visits 
at my bedside and chamber, the feeling of 
much brotherly love seemed to flow in my 
heart towards thee; and in the continued 
feeling thereof my desire is, that if consistent 
with the will of our Heavenly Father, thy use- 
ful life may be prolonged, not only for the help 
and relief of thy fellow mortals from bodily 
pain, disease and suffering, but especially 
[that] through submission to the powerful 
operation and workings of saving grace in the 
secret of the heart, thou mayest be made in- 
strumental in winning souls to Christ. 

O the sweetness and preciousness of the 
Saviour’s love shed abroad in the heart, which 
His believing and obedient children do indeed 
know, yéa realize in their experience that in 
His presence is fullness of joy, and with the 
eye of faith are given to see something of 
those pleasures which are at his right hand 
for evermore. Then blessed and happy are 
all those who love His inward appearing, and 
obey the teaching of His grace and good Spirit 
in the secret of their hearts, being faithful 
unto death. 

Such as these, when their little day of 
twelve hours is over, are by grace prepared 
to say, they have fought a good fight, have 
finished their course, and kept the faith ; then 
comes the blessed assurance of obtaining a 
crown of righteousness, laid up for all the 
faithful followers of the Lamb. The nearer 
these are brought to their heavenly home, the 
more methinks they must be clothed with a 
sense of their own nothingness, and unwor- 
thiness, and nothing of their own to trust to. 
Not by works of righteousness we (as men 
and creatures have done or can do) but assaith 
the Apostle, “ according to his mercy he saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration, and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost ;—which he shed 
on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour ;” Xe. 

In desire that the Divine blessing may rest 
upon thee and thine. 

I remain, with loveaffectionately, thy friend, 

Joun F. Marsa. 
(To be continued.) 


“Draw nigh unto God, and He will draw 
nigh unto you.” James iv, 8. 


THE FRIEND. 


GUESTS OF THE HEART. 


Soft falls through the gathering twilight, 
The rain from the dripping eaves, 
And stirs with a tremulous rustle, 
The dead and the dying leaves; 
While afar, in the midst of the shadows, 
I hear the sweet voices of bells ; 
Come borne on the wind of the autumn, 
That fitfully rises and swells. 


They call and they answer each other— 
hey answer and mingle again— 

As the deep and the shrill in an anthem 
Make harmony still in their strain; 

As the voices of sentinels mingle 
In mountainous regions of snow, 

Till from hill-top to hill-top a chorus 
Floats down to the valleys below. 


The shadows, the fire-light of even, 
The sound of the rain’s distant chime, 
Come bringing, with rain softly dropping, 
Sweet thoughts of a shadowy time ; 
The slumberous sense of seclusion, 
From storm and intruders aloof, 
We feel when we hear in the midnight 
The patter of rain on the roof. 


When the spirit goes forth in its yearnings 
To take all its wanderers home; 
Or afar in the regions of fancy, 
Delights on swift pinions to roam, 
I quietly sit by the fire-light— 
The fire-light so bright and so warm— 
For I know that those only who love me 
Will seek me through shadow and storm. 


But should they be absent this evening, 

Should even the household depart— 
Deserted, I should not be lonely ; 

There still would be guests in my heart, 
The faces of friends that I cherish, 

The smile, and the glance, and the tone, 
Will haunt me wherever I wander, 

And thus I am never alone. 


With those who have left far behind them 
The joys and the sorrows of time— 
Who sing the sweet song of the angels 
In a purer and holier clime! 
Then darkly, O evening of autumn, 
Your rain and your shadows may fall : 
My loved and my lost ones you bring me, 
My heart holds a feast with them all.— 
Chambers’ Journal. 


Selected. 
FROM “THE ARM CHAIR;” 


A LITTLE POEM BY THE LATE JOSEPH KITE. 


“Tell me, my old Arm Chair, when thou wert young, 
Were Quaker parlors with gilt pictures hung? 

Did any Quaker to his image fall, 

A household idol, placed against the wall ? 

Ah, well might honest Catharine* cry to pride, 

‘ Abomination !’ as she turned aside. 

—But times are altered ; splendid mansions glow, 

And gilded mirrors humble Quakers show. 

Vith Turkey carpets are their parlors spread, 
While silken curtains hang about their bed! 
What contradiction !—grave the dame and sire ; 
Gorgeous their dwelling,—simple their attire ! 
Their children moulding to the place they dwell, 
In London fashions, Paris manners, swell,— 

Vhile parents scarcely wish to set them free— 
For what they won’t restrain they love to see.” 

* x x * * 
“ Faith, give me power to see a brighter day, 
When ail these ‘ letting things’ shall pass away ; 
When the convulsion which has now begun; 
Shall pause in silence, all its purpose done; 
When the oppressors of the seed, shall wear 
The mask no longer, all their acts laid bare ; 
When chaff and cheat shall to the wind be doomed, 
And dross and stubble be by fire consumed ; 
When to the world the worldly part is given; 
When the redeemed shall closer walk with Heaven ; 
When to our Zion shall the weary come, 
Like ‘doves to windows’, pressing to their home. 
Oh haste the day, when through his power divine, 
The Father’s light around his church shall shine ! 


* Catharine Sheppard, an elder of the Northern Dis- 
trict Monthly Meeting, Philadelphia, died the 16th of 
Twelfth month, 1842, aged 80 years. 


- 
Many there are whose prayers arise for this ; 
Whose greatest joy would be in Zion’s bliss ; 
Whose morning breathing and whose evening prayer 
Is that the Lord would place his glory there. 
—What though a worldly spirit has crept in, 
That fain the kingdom through new ways would win, 
Scorning the narrow path our fathers trod, 
And circling round would pass the cross and rod— 
Yet they who look from Pisgah’s height can see, 
Such by-paths lead away from Calvary— 
While they who seek in empty forms for bliss, 
Will grasp at shadows and the substance miss.” 

<ctacaiiipllpiialaaas 


For “The Friend.” 
Legal Opinions in the Ohio Case. 

By the kindness of a Friend in the West 
we have received a pamphlet, containing the 
legal opinions of the Judges in the Supreme 
Court of Ohio, in relation to the disposal of the 
Boarding School Property at Mount Pleasant. 
The suit was brought by the trustees appoint- 
ed by the Binns’ Meeting, against the trustees 
holding the premises for Ohio Yearly Meet- 
ing. Our readers will remember that the 
decision in favor of the plaintiffs was noticed 
by us some time ago. 

We are aware that when accustomed to 
look upon a series of events from one stand 
point, especially if our feelings are much in- 
terested in the merits of those events, it re- 
quires no little effort to dispossess ourselves 
of preconceived opinions, so as to view with 
fairness and clearness the points presented by 
another, who has looked upon the same events 
from a different point and in a different light 
than ourselves. In closely perusing the opin- 
ions of the three Judges who have decided in 
favor of the plaintiffs, we have therefore 
striven to keep the mind open, to receive with 
all the force they command, the statements 
made and the arguments adduced for the con- 
clusions arrived at; but while we do not call 
in question the integrity of the high officials, 
or the sincerity with which they give their 


judgment,—knowing the difficulty for other 


than Friends, tg understand the peculiar or- 
ganization and principles of church govern- 
ment existing in the Society of Friends—we 
are oy, a at many of the flimsy and erro- 
neous bases on which the legal decision is 
founded, and the singularly illogical reason- 
ing with which it is worked out. 

We however prefer to give our readers the 
principal part of Judge Mcllvaine’s opinion, 
leaving out nothing—we believe—that is ne- 
cessary to exhibit the points taken by him, 
vor in the least interfere with the scope and 
strength of his argument. With him Judge 
Day concurred. Judge West gives his own 
opinion, which contains fewer facts and argu- 
ments, but much special pleaging on behalf 
of the plaintiffs, and arrives at the same judg- 
ment. 

We have italicised some portions in order 
to draw the attention of our readers to them. 
There is much more that might be refuted, 
than is indicated by the few notes made. 

The opinion of the Chief Justice, with 
which Judge White concurred, will be given 
after that now published. 

“It is admitted by all parties to this action, 
that there is, and can be, but one ‘Ohio Yearly 
Meeting of the Society of Friends ;’ and, it is 
further conceded, that one or the otherof the 
bodies, which resulted from the separation 
referred to, is the true and legitimate Ohio 
Yearly Meeting, entitled to the use and bene- 
fit of the property and charity above men- 
tioned.” 

“Counsel for defendants claim the control- 
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‘Was Jonathan Binns duly chosen clerk of 
the Ohio Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
Friends, in 1854, according to the rules, dis- 
cipline, and usages of the meeting and so- 
ciety ?” 

«A majority of the court are of opinion that 
the proposition contained in this claim of de- 
fendants is too narrow. Although it may be 
said to be within the issue, it does not embrace 
the whole of it. For it may be that Binns 
and his associates are the true beneficiaries of 
this charity, though it appear that some irre- 
gularity intervened in the mode and manner 
in which Binns was chosen clerk in 1854; or 
even though the rules, discipline, and usages 
of the meeting and of the Society of Friends 
did not provide at all for the emergency which 
arose in the matter of choosing a clerk for the 
meeting at its session in that year. 

“Tt is quite certain, as it will hereafter ap- 
pear, that the separation did not take place 

























clerk, and it is equally certain that imme- 
diately upon the separation Binns became 
clerk of one of the resultant bodies, and Hoyle 
of the other. Now, suppose that after the 
separation neither Binns nor Hoyle was in- 
vested with the office of clerk of the Ohio 
Yearly Meeting, in conformity to the rules, 
discipline, or usages of the meeting or the so- 
ciety, it would not follow that neither of the 
resultant bodies was the true successor of the 
Ohio Yearly Meeting, or that this trust failed 
for want of a beneficiary. Or suppose, as the 
















office had not expired at the time of the sepa- 
ration, and that he continued to act as the 
clerk of one of the resultant bodies, still, we 
think it might be made to appear, that he and his 
associates were the sep. ratists, and ceased not 
only to be the ‘ Ohio Yearly Meeting,’ but also 
ceased to be members of the ‘ Society of Friends ;’ 
and, in either event, it could not be said that 
they are entitled to the benéfits of a trust 
created in favor of the ‘Ohio Yearly Meeting 
of the Society of Frieuds,’ as against the other 
resultant body, which, according to the prin- 
ciples of the Society, might prove itself to be 
the only true Ohio Yearly Meeting of the 
Society.” 

The points to be examined and determined 
are stated to be 























of Friends. 


Meeting. 


ling question in the case to be as follows:|Society in unity are excluded, not only from 


until Binns assumed to exercise the office of| 


fact is claimed to be, that Hoyle’s term of 


“1, The history and polity of the Society 
2. The history and polity of the Ohio Yearly 


THE FRIEND. 







participation in the deliberations of the meet- 
ings, but also from being present at their sit- 
tings.” 

“In gathering the sense of the meeting, the 
clerk takes into consideration the number, 
age, intelligence, experience, piety, Xc., of 
those uniting with and of those opposing the 
measure. If the minute so made be acquiesced 
in by the members, so that substantial unan- 
imity is secured, it is recorded as the action of 
the meeting; but if it be not so acquiesced in, 
the measure is lost, or postponed for further 
consideration.”* 

“The testimony does not fully show what 
preliminary steps are necessary in the estab- 
lishment of a new Yearly Meeting, but it is 
quite certain that no new Yearly Meeting can 
be set up in the regular order of the Soviety, 


until it is recognized and acknowledged as such|and unity—we can neither deny nor doubt its } 
by all pre-existing Yearly Meetings ; and with-|sufficiency to preserve the integrity of an or- 


out such recognition and acknowledgment, it is 
not in unity with, or a part of, the Society of 
Friends.”+ 

“The regular order of the Society requires 
each Yearly Meeting to communicate with 
every other Yearly Meeting by an annual 
epistle in relation to the general concerns of 
the Society.” t 

“Such is the system of government adopted 
by this peculiar sect of Christians; and we 
think, in view of the history and nature of its 
organization, it would be a gross mistake to 
hold that each Yearly Meeting is a distinct 
and wholy independent body or society. On 
the other hand, we are forced to the conclu- 
sion that there is but one Society of Friends 
in the world; that the unity of the Society, 
as it existed when the London Yearly Meet- 
ing exercised exclusive jurisdiction over all 
the subordinate meetings, has not been de- 
stroyed ; that the establishment of other Year- 
ly Meetings of co-ordinate powers was for the 
purpose of convenience in the administration 
of local discipline, without any intent to im- 
pair the integrity of the Society as it existed 
before the multiplicity of Yearly Meetings. 

“Tt is true that the judgment of each Yearly 
Meeting, touching matters of discipline arising 
within its limits, is conclusive as to all other 
Yearly Meetings and the Society at large, be- 
cause such judgment is, in theory and in fact, 
the judgment of the Society.§ 





* According to the admission of the Binns’ party, 


more than half (nearly or quite two-thirds) of the meet- 


ing was opposed to the appointment of I. Binns as 


ja common faith.” 


All members of 


Clerk. This large portion of the meeting, convinced 
that a separation from Ohio Yearly Meeting was being 
consumated, refrained from expressing any opinion re- 
specting the nomination of I. B.; so that there was 
neither “substantial unanimity,” nor acquiescence in the 
revolationary step.—Eb. 

+ This would cut off from being “ part of the Society” 
not only the Binns meeting, but all those Yearly Meet- 
ings in the West which have not been acknowledged by 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.—Eb. 

t¢ This is altogether incorrect. For many years be- 
fore the Hicksite secession, Dublin Yearly Meeting did 
not correspond with Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. 
Writing epistles to other bodies is no necessary duty 
appertaining to Yearly Meetings.—Eb. 

21s it not surprising that a Judge giving a legal 
opinion, should blunder so egregiously on this plain 
and important point? On some points the discipline 
of very many Yearly Meetings differ; are opposed to 
each other; yet according to the Judge these opposite 
rules, are each the judgment of the whole Society. 
Were that the case, it would follow, that a member of 
one part of the Society might be tried by the discipline 
of another part ; his objection thereto, being overruled 
by the fact that if he choose he might have been present 
“ participating in the action of the meeting making the 


3. The causes which produced the separa- 
tion in the Ohio Yearly Meeting. 

4. The immediate circumstances of the 
separation. 

5. The action and judgment of the ‘Society 
of Friends’ in relation thereto. 

6. The subsequent relations of the resultant 
bodies to the Society at large.” 

“Meetings for discipline or business, how- 
ever, whether convened for the consideration 
of secular or spiritual matters, are required to 
be kept ‘ select,’* by which order it is meant 
that all persons other than members of the 


_~——_ 


_ * That the presence of those not members, in meet- 
ings for discipline is contrary to the good order of the 
Society, is true; but their exclusion was never made so 
essential, as to prevent a meeting proceeding with its 
business, if an intruder persisted in remaining. The 
Binns meeting have allowed others than members to 
attend their Yearly Meeting, and so have several of the 
Western Yearly Meetings.—Eb. 
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the Society are concluded, because, if not pre- 
sent participating in the action of the meet- 
ing, their absence was voluntary, and hence 
there is no ground for complaint. The true 
theory of the system seems to be that the 
several Yearly Meetings were organized by 
the Society as organs through which the So- 
ciety, as such, might pronounce its judgments 
and maintain its orderand integrity. It may 
be conceded that such a system of govern- 
ment would be of doubtful utility were its 
rules and judgments to be enforced by coer- 
cive measures. But when we consider its 
operation for nearly two centuries, and view 
it in the light of the faith in which it was 
founded—a religious faith that obedience 
to its precepts and acquiescence in its judg- 
ments would be secured through the influence 
of the Spirit which leads to peace, harmony, J 


ganization whose chief aim and purpose is - iy 
the maintenance of Christian fellowship and 


“As members of the Yearly Meeting, the 
only special duty or power of the representa- 
tives is declared in the book of discipline as 
follows: ‘The representatives from the Quar- 
terly Meetings, both men and women, are ; 
annually to choose a clerk and assistant at 
the close of the first sitting for discipline, 
whose names are to be reported at the open- 
ing of the next sitting.’ The disposition to 
be made of the report of the representatives 
is not prescribed in the book of discipline ; 
but the testimony shows that it is the usage 
of the mectings to act upon the reports—that 
is, the men’s and women’s meetings respec- 
tively act upon their separate reports. If the 
choice of the representatives be unanimous 
and the report be approved by the meeting, 
the persons so chosen become clerk and assist- 
ant for the ensuing year. If, however, the 
meeting refuse to approve the persons chosen 
by the representatives, or if no names be re- 
ported, the old officers hold over for another 
year until the meeting otherwise directs. 
There is no rule or usage of the Society for 
the guidance of a meeting in the matter of 
selecting its clerk and assistant other than as 
above stated. There is no doubt, however, 
lthat the meeting may, for the preservation of 
its organization, select a clerk and assistant 
in any other emergency, though not provided 
forin the book of discipline, and that its action | 
‘in such cases, if not in violation of the princi- } 
|ples of the Society, would be binding upon all i 
‘its members. i¢ 

“Tt is claimed on behalf of the defendants, i 
that the order and usage of the Society require 
the continuance in office of the old clerk and 
assistant, in all cases where the represen- 
tatives are unable to agree upon names to 
be reported to the meeting. We think the 
testimony does not support this claim. It is 
true that it has been usual, in cases where the 
representatives failed to agree upon names, 
for them to make a unanimous report of that 
fact ; and it has been usual in such cases for 
the old clerks to hold over by consent. But 
in all cases, as we understand the weight of 
the testimony, the subject is under the con- 
trol of the meeting. It is within the power 























































































































| discipline, and hence there is no ground of complaint.” 
| Had the Judge really understood the organization of 
| the Society he would have seen that such an opinion 
‘was preposterous.— Eb. 
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of the meeting to approve or disapprove the 
report of the representatives, whatever that 
report may be. And in any case where the 
meeting fails to secure new clerks, through the 
nomination of the representatives, it may act 
upon the nomination of any member ;* and if 
such nomination be acceptable to the meeting, 
it has the right to unite therein.” 


(To be continued.) 


Carnivorous Plants, 


A recent observer (Mary Treat, of Vineland, 
N. J.,) reports some curious experiments per 
formed with the vegetable fly catcher, Dronea 
muscipula, which is abundant in some of our 
Southern States. In the Fifth month of this 
year she received 30 plants of this species 
from North Carolina, which, she says, reach- 
ed me looking none the worse for their jour- 
ney, and began capturing prey the next day 
after their arrival. The upper part of the 
leaf reminds me of the open jaws of an old- 
fashioned steel-trap, and when any insect 
alights on the inner surface of this leaf-trap, 
and touches one or more of the six bristles on 
its surface, if the leaf is healthy and vigorous, 
it closes almost as quickly as the steel-trap 
when anything touches its spring.” 

Some of the experiments tried, were in- 
tended to determine how many insects one 
leaf would entrap and digest. With culti- 
vated plants it had been noticed in England, 
that when a leaf has once caught a good sized 
insect, though it will open and remain so for a 
considerable time yet it has so little power of 
movement that it is rarely able to catch a 
second insect or close over any object. A con- 
siderable number of the leaves of these native 
plants, however, took three flies each, but 
most of them were not able wholly to digest 
them. Five leaves digested three flies cach, 
and opened apparently healthy and ready for 
another meal, while some leaves died with- 
out being able to dispose of a single one. 
Among the insects entrapped were two-wing- 
ed flies, beetles, spiders, and millipedes. She 
remarks, “If I liberated a prisoner in two or 
three hours after it was incarcerated, it did 
not seem to be injured at all, but would look 
about a moment as if astonished, and then 
speed away as fast as it could. But if I let 
one remain 24 hours, although often alive, yet 
it never recovered. By this time the insect 
was enveloped in a mucilaginous substance 
which was fatal to it; if 1 washed it off with 
the utmost care it made no difference, but was 
sure to die. The average time that it took 
for a leaf to digest soft-bodied insects, such 
as flies, spiders, and small larve, was seven 
days, but with bugs and beetles it took 
longer.” “If I opened a leaf in two or three 
days after an insect was caught, I found it 
enveloped in a copious slimy secretion; but 
when the leaf was ready to open of itself— 
had digested its victim—all this secretion had 
disappeared, no doubt gone through the circu- 
lation to the bulbous-like root of the plant, to 
help nourish it, and to enable it to throw up 
other leaf-traps.” 


* This is a mistake. The representatives are the 
only source through which a nomination for clerk of a 
Yearly Meeting can be made; except in a case where 
the clerk of the former year cannot be present to open 
the meeting, when the discipline provides that the 
Meeting for Sufferings shall appoint a clerk for the 
opening session. When the representatives cannot 
agree the old clerk holds over.—Eb. 


THE FRIEND. 


Live Stock and Population—Prof. Thorold 
Rogers, of Oxford University, England, has 
made up a curious return of the proportion 
of domesticated live stock to population in the 
most prominent countries in the world. It 
shows the following results: 

Great Britain has one cow to every twelve 
persons, a sheep for everybody, and one pig 
for every six. 

France has a like proportion of sheep, a 
double share, comparatively, of cows, but only 
one pig to six persons. 

The Swedes have a cow between three and 
one-half of them, a sheep between two and 
three-quarters, and a pig to a baker’s dozen. 

There are as many sheep as there are Nor- 
wegians in Norway, when they are all at 
home, and two and one-half of them—the 
Norwegians—are entitled to a cow. They 
can have only one-eighteenth of a pig each. 

Denmark has a cow for three persons, as 
many sheep as persons, and a pig for four and 
three-quarters persons. 

Prussia, with her usual uniformity, has an 
equal number of cows and pigs, one to every 
five inhabitants, besides a sheep apiece all 
round. 

Wurtemburg has a quarter as many cows 
as people, a sheep to two and three-quarters, 
and a pig to seven. 

Bavaria rates the same as Wurtemburg, as 
to cows and sheep, and is as much better off 
for pigs, as one-fifth is better than one-seventh. 

Saxony has a sheep and a pig for every 
eight persons, and a cow for every six. 

Holland has a cow to four, a sheep to four, 
and a pig to twelve persons. 

Belgium, a cow to six, a sheep to nine, and 
a pig to eight. 

Austria has a cow to six persons, and a 
sheep and a pig to every five. 

Switzerland runs up to the Swedish standard 
on cows, one to three and one-half persons, 
and has a sheep for five, and a pig for seven 
and one-half persons. 

We Americans close the list with a cow for 
every four of us, a sheep apiece, one pig to 
every one and one-half.— Rural New Yorker. 


For “The Friend.” 

In examining some manuscripts lately, the 
following Epistle was met with, addressed to 
women Friends of Philadelpbia Yearly Meet- 
ing by their sisters of London, at the time of 
great anxiety and exercise to Friends in this 
country, attending the outbreak of the Revo- 
lutionary war. ‘The evidence of true religi- 
ous concern, and seasonable counsel it con- 
tains, gives it an interest and value at the 
present day. 


From the Yearly Meeting of women Friends, 
held in London by adjournments from the 5th 
to the 8th of the Sixth month, 1775, to the 
Yearly Meeting of women Friends to be held 
at Philadelphia, for Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. 

Dear friends,— 

We salute you in the love and fellowship of 
the gospel, which speaks the same language 
in all its faithful votaries, peace on earth and 
good will towards men, desiring your growth 
and establishment in the ever blessed Truth, 
which, as it prevails in the mind, becomes as 
a safe anchor in storms and tempests. 

It is when we are the most deeply bowed 
under an awful sense of our own insuffici- 
ency, and utter inability to perform any ac- 
ceptable service without superior aid, that 


we become objects of Divine compassion, and 
are in any degree likely so to impart our feel- 
ings of love and sympathy with our beloved 
Friends, as to afford them consolation; in 
such a disposition we wish to address you at 
this time, a time we doubt not of deep suffer. 
ing to the faithful amongst you ; but remember, 
dear Friends, ‘‘ The Captain of our salvation, 
was made perfect through sufferings,” and He 
is also able to succor them that are tried. He 
knows the way which his servants take, and 
as one formerly expressed (who was deeply 
taught in the school of affliction), so may they 
hope, ‘‘ when He hath tried them, they shall 
come forth as gold.” 

“The Lord,” said David, “is my light and 
my salvation,” ‘“‘ though an host should en- 
camp against me, my heart shall not fear, 
though war should rise against me, in this 
will 1 be confident ; one thing have I desired 
of the Lord, that will I seek after, that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 
my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to enquire in his temple, for in the time 
of trouble He shall hide me in his pavilion, in 
the secret of his tabernacle shall He hide me, 
He shall set me upupona rock.” May this, dear 
Friends, be your experience, so will all afflic- 
tions be sanctified unto you, and your “ Heads 
being again lifted up,” in a sense of his pre- 
serving, delivering Hand having wrought 
mightily for you, you may have to offer the 
sacrifice of joy and praise unto Him who is 
worthy forever. 

You have long been favored with a season 
of outward ease, prosperity, and tranquillity, 
wherein, it is to be feared, some have deeply 
revolted from the God of all their mercies, 
and being joined in spirit unto idols, are inca- 
pable of performing that pure worship which 
He requires, and if He now see meet to vary 
the dispensations of his wisdom, may such be 
awakened thereby to a solemn consideration 
of their ways, and turning at the “ reproofs 
of instruction, which are the way to life,” in 
them may be fulfilled the prophet’s testimony, 
that “when the Lord’s judgments are in the 
earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness.” 

Time calls for diligence on various accounts, 
its continuance to individuals very uncertain, 
trials and temptations many, the harvest 
great, and the faithful laborers few, seeing it 
hath pleased the Lord, in his unerring wis- 
dom, to call many home, who, in their day, 
were made willing to give up all to follow 
him. These, we doubt not, are through his 
abundant mercy, centered in everlasting rest ; 
amongst which number we have a recent in- 
stance in the removal of our beloved friend 
Rachel Wilson, whose unwearied and affec- 
tionate labors both amongst you and us, will, 
we hope, be long remembered ; and that these 
strokes of the Divine hand may exeite us who 
remain, to come forward in our respective 
lots, is our earnest desire, that by taking heed 
to the righteous witness in ourselves we may 
be followers of those who through “ faith and 
patience inherit the promises.,”’ 

Dear young Friends, such of you who have 
known the Heavenly Father’s call, and have 
in any measure given up your hearts in obe- 
dience thereto, look not back, lest ye be not 
counted worthy to fill the vacant places of 
those faithful servants, who, agreeable to the 
example of their great Master, did esteem it 
as it were, their meat and drink to do the will 
of Him who sent them. 
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Your Epistle of the Ninth month, 1773, com-|the sun, and in the evening again saw the 
ing too late for our last Yearly Meeting, was/ants carry them back out of sight in five min- 
read in this, together with the renewed proof|utes. He says that certain individuals pos- 
of continued regard from your meeting in the|sess great intellectual superiority to the com- 
Ninth month, 1774. In both we observe your| mon workers, manifested in the fact that they 
affectionate concern for the promotion of piety |assume the leadership in all their important 
in the several stations of parents, heads of|public works and military expeditions.—Late 
families, and the beloved youth. Nothwith-| Paper. 






standing the painful deviations of some from 
the path of rectitude, we trust others are en- 
deavoring according to ability, to discharge 
the trust reposed in them. A concern for the 
revival of ancient discipline is raised in some 
minds, and we have cause thankfully to ac- 
knowledge that a gracious visitation of Divine 
love, is still extended to a rising generation, 
some of whom we hope, in the Lord’s time, 
will be prepared for service in His church, 
having washed their hands in innocency, we 
trust they will be permitted to compass the 
Lord’s holy altar. 

We have renewed cause of thankfulness, in 
that most of the meetings during this our an- 
ual assembly, have been favored with a good 
degree of solemnity, the gospel preached to the 
refreshment of the weary traveller, to the re- 
proof of the rebellious, who have asked coun- 
sel and not of God, and the minds of the peo- 
ple very earnestly recommended to the all- 
sufficent Teacher, which cannot be removed 
into a corner. 
































This Epistle is designed to be conveyed 
to you by our ancient and much esteemed 
friend Thomas Gawthrop, whose fourth visit 
to Friends in your continent, may well be 
considered as strongly evidencing the Hea- 
venly Father’s continued love. We do not 

et hear of the arrival of our valued friends 

obert Walker, Elizabeth Robinson and Mary 
Leaver. 

With much affection, we wish to revive in 
your remembrance, that the name of the Lord 
is a strong tower, to which the righteous flee- 
ing will find safety. His power is above every 
opposite power, and is over all worthy of 
adoration, and praise, through time and in 
eternity. Amen. 

Signed on behalf of the Meeting by the 
Clerk, for the following Friends, viz. ; 

Catharine Phillips, Tabitha Marriott, Esther 
Tuke, Mary Prior, Ann Fothergill, and others 
(sixty-six in all). 





the agricultural ant of Texas. It seems that! 
this ant actually cultivates and stores up the 
seeds of a grass called antrice. In beginning 
their nests they conceal the entrance with 
little bits of sticks, little balls of soil, &c., 
until the colony is large and strong enough 
to compete with the others around. They 
are then seen to clear out and pave a large 
space around the nest. Some old settlements 
have a pavement fifteen feet in diameter, and 
a mound in the centre a foot high. These 
















which they store away in their granaries as 
food for the winter. During rainy seasons in 
the autumnal months, when the ground be- 





—~-o—_—_ 


If the beneficence of the ever blessed God 
is known by His mighty benefactions, His 
love is surely brought home to the heart by 
the minuteness of His care. Those who 
have experienced the very little circumstan- 
ces which can raise the heart, or cheer the 
sunken spirit in an hour of need, should surely 
learn that nothing is little by which they can 
show kindness to others; it is not the intrin- 
sic value of the gift, but the love from which 
it emanates which constitutes its living power, 
and nothing is too small to convey the spirit 
of love from a heart overflowing with the love 
of God and man. 





Neglecting the Occasion.— Dr. Chalmers, 
when suddenly called to stand over the dead 
body of a nobleman with whom he had spent 
the evening at a brilliant party gathered for 
social and literary converse, said; “Had I 
known that my friend was so near the eternal 
world, I would not have neglected the occa- 
sion to say something to him about a prepara- 
tion for death. But now it is too late.” 
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Through the kindness of a Friend, we havo 
been furnished with a copy of the printed 
minutes of Indiana Yearly Meeting, held in 
the 9th and 10th months of this year. They 
occupy, with the reports, over eighty closely 
printed pages. 

As there have been contradictory state- 
ments, relative to the action of that meeting, 
relative to Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, we 
give the minutes respecting it. 

“The condition of many members of our 
religious Society within the limits of Phila- 
delphia Yearly Meeting having been brought 
before the Meeting, the subject has claimed 
serious consideration, and the following Friends 


Dr. Lincecum gives us in the American|are appointed (in conjunction with women 
Naturalist a further account of the habits of| Friends), to consider it more fully and report to 


a future sitting, and to make such suggestions 
in reference thereto as may seem to them pro- 


|per: Levi Jessup, Daniel Hill, David Douglas, 


Elkanah Beard, Levi Coffin, Rufus King, Wil- 
iam T. Haydock, John Henry Douglas, Jona- 
than Baldwin, Timothy Nicholson, Charles 8S. 
Hubbard, Luke Woodard, Walter T. Carpen- 
ter, and Thomas Hunnicutt.” 

“The committee appointed at a previous 
sitting, in reference te the condition of some 
lof our Friends in Philadelphia, make the fol- 


ants live mostly on seeds, great quantities of; lowing report, which, having been considered, 


it is the judgment of this Meeting that way 
does not open to make the proposed appoint- 
ment at the present time. 









comes saturated, the water penetrates their 


“To the Yearly Meeting :—The committee 









hests and causes the seeds to swell and sprout./to whom was referred the subject of the con- 
In this emergency they bring out damaged*dition of Friends of Philadelphia Yearly Meet- 
grain on the first fair day, and, exposing it to ing, would suggest that a small committee be 
the sun until near night, they take in all that appointed by this Meeting, to whom the whole 
18 not actually sprouted. Dr. Lincecum saw subject shall be referred; and that all the 
them place as much as a gallon of seeds in other Yearly Meetings be invited to appoint 





similar committees, to confer and unite with 
our committee, in the Christian effort to 
extend a helping hand to our brethren and 
sisters of that Yearly Meeting. 

On behalf of the committee. 

Timoray NicHorson, 
Harrier Sreer. 

Tenth mo. Ist, 1874.” 

It is understood that the conclusion come 
to, is only a suspension of the efforts to bring 
about a separation of some of the members 
from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. Those 
active in the movement, will probably work 
in their individual capacity, to prepare the 
way for future action. 

From the following minute, it looks proba- 
ble that another Yearly Meeting will, ere long, 
be set up: 

“ By the reports from Northern, Wabash, 
and Mississinewa Quarterly Meetings, we are 
informed that those Quarterly Meetings have 
united with Honey Creek Quarterly Meeting, 
of Western Yearly Meeting, in requesting the 
establishment of a new Yearly Meeting at 
Marion, Grant Co., Indiana, to be known by 
the name of “ Northern Indiana Yearly Meet- 
ing,” to be held commencing on the Sixth 
day preceding the first Seventh day in the 
Sixth month of each year, at 10 o’clock a. M., 
the Meeting for Ministers and Elders to be 
held the day previous at 2 Pp. M. 

“The subject having claimed the full con- 
sideration of this Meeting, with a feeling of 
warm sympathy and love for our dear friends 
of those meetings, the Meeting unites in 


judgment in appointing the following-named 


Friends (in conjunction with women Friends), 
to unite with a similar committee of Western 
Yearly Meeting, in visiting the Meetings 
making the request, and report their judg- 
ment thereon to our next Yearly Meeting.” 

A change is made in the old practice of the 
Yearly Meeting recording the death of min- 
isters and elders. 

‘Tt is the conclusion of this Meeting, that 
our Quarterly Meetings hereafter do not re- 
port to this Meeting the decease of ministers 
and elders as heretofore.” 

Prom the following letter to “‘The Friends’ 
Foreign Mission Association,’—which is now 
taken in charge by the Yearly Meeting—it 
appears that the two men and two women 
‘“missionaries,” 1n Mexico, are empowered to 
receive into membership of Indiana Yearly 
Meeting whosoever (adults) they may deem 
suitable. 

“ Dear Friends:—On entering into a serious 
consideration of the subject of establishing a 
regular meeting of the Society of Friends in 
Matamoras, we have, after prayerful deliber- 
ation, personal examination of the persons 
desiring to unite with us, and a personal ac- 
quaintance with their Christian conduct, fully 
united in accepting as members the following 
persons: 

“Julian Mireles and Mariana Villanueva de 
Mireles, his wife; Jesus Mireles and Getrudis 
Mireles, children of the above, received on 
their own application; Pedro Mireles and 
Carmel Mireles de Mireles, his wife, Silvestra 
Mendoza de Jimenez, widow of Miguel Jime- 
nez, and Andrea Jimenez, daughter of Miguel 
Jimenez, both received by their own request. 

“ Pedro and Carmel Mireles desire that their 
minor children, Geronimo, Feligresa and Au- 
relia, be received under the parental care and 
Christian instruction of the Society of Friends. 

“Silvestra Mendoza de Jimenez makes the 
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same reqnest for her three sons, Chonito, Pe- 
dro and Gregorio. 

“The subject of receiving minors not being 
included in the instructions sent us, we can 
only recommend the subject of their reception 
to your prayerful deliberation, asking that 
you may be rightly guided in this important 
matter.” 

The “Home Mission Association,” after 
stating the labor in jails, midnight missions, 
&e,, states: 

“The channel in which much of our Chris- 
tian activity has flowed, has been that opened 
up by the Women’s Temperance Movement. 
Saloons have been visited, prayer meetings 
and open-air meetings held, where the gospel 
has been preached to many who never enter 
churches, families visited, the drunkards re- 
claimed, and a variety of work for the sup- 
pression of intemperance has been done, upon 
which the blessing of the Lord has rested.” 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


ForeiGn.—The steamer La Platte, from Gravesend 
for Rio Grande del Sud, chartered to repair a telegraph 
cable, foundered: off Ushant, on the 29th ult., and sixty 
persons were drowned. Fourteen survivors were res- 
cued by the Gareloch, of Glasgow, from a boat in which 
they had been floating twenty-three hours. The loss 
of the steamer is attributed to the shifting of the heavy 
grappling apparatus. 

The mail steamer from Cape Town, Africa, brings 
news that Grigna Land has been annexed by the British 
authorities, completing the territorial connections be- 
tween Cape Colony and Natal. 

Capt. George C. Nares, now in command of the Eng- 
lish war ship Challenger, has been selected to command 
the expedition to be fitted out by Great Britain for ex- 
plorations in the Arctic regions. 

On the 3d inst. Queen Victoria gave audience at 
Windsor Castle to a deputation of citizens of France, 
who presented four volumes of addresses thanking the 
people of Great Britain for their services to the sick 
and wounded during the late war. The Queen replied 
that the recognition of such services could not fail to 
increase the friendly and cordial feeling between the 
two nations. 

The total steamboat tonnage of the world is stated to 
be 5,244,888 tons, of which 3,015,783 tons belong to 
Great Britain. 

The London Times states that England in reply to 
Russia’s invitation to attend the International Law{Con- 
ference, to be resumed at St. Petersburg, has declared 
her willingness to do so, but regrets that she is unable 
to anticipate any practical result from its deliberations. 

The French National Assembly has re-elected Buffet 
its President, by a vote of 348 to 3. The Left remained 
neutral and did not vote. The message of President 
MacMahon was delivered to the Assembly the 3d inst. 
The President says: “Order has been maintained 
throughout the country. The relations with foreign 
governments are on excellent footing; France has 
shown a firm determination to respect treaties and has 
gained increased confidence of her neighbors. No 
foreign Power now doubts her desire to maintain pacific 
relations with all nations. The financial position of 
the country has sensibly improved. At home, thanks 
to a good harvest, the agricultural production has 
reacked an unprecedented figure. The export trade 
has never been so considerable as during the last four 
months. Everything favors the expectation that these 
most satisfactory results will be at least equalled in 
1876.” 

The President insists strongly on the necessity of 
definite legislation with regard to the constitutional 
powers. 

The bill for freeing the University from the control 
of the State, caused an exciting debate on the 4th and 
5th inst. It was supported by the clerical deputies, and 
finally passed by a vote of 553 against 133. 

The idea of a partial renewal of the Assembly by 
periodical elections is gaining ground among all parties, 
and a motion to that effect will probably soon be laid 
before the chamber. 

A telegram from Carlist sources says General Des- 
pujols, commanding a large body of government troops 
in Valencia, had been totally defeated by the Carlists, 
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and forced to retreat to Murillo with the loss of 600 
killed and wounded and 450 prisoners. 

The Carlists have laid siege to Berga, fifty miles from 
Barcelona. 

Ex-President Castelar has been appointed a Commis- 
sioner to represent Spain at the Centennial Exhibition 
in Philadelphia. 

The Bishop of Urgal, until lately a warm adherent 
of Don Carlos, has written a letter announcing his 
abandonment of the Carlist cause, and stating that he 
has advised Don Alphonso to take the same course. 

The Italian Chamber of Deputies has unanimously 
passed a resolution in favor of granting an annuity to 
Garibaldi. 

In the German Parliament the affairs of Alsace- 
Lorraine have been under discussion. The Deputies 
from Alsace and Lorraine declared that they were op- 
posed to high endowment of the University of Stras- 
bourg, and to other educational grants for the provinces, 
because they were made in the interest of the Empire 
and not of the-provinces themselves. Bismarck replied 
that this was not a question of Alsace and Lorraine, 
that the University was for imperial purposes, and it 
was for the German empire that those provinces were 
conquered and annexed. We have other grounds for 
action than those people whose past leads to Paris and 
whose present leadsto Rome. We may expect a better 
discernment in the rising generation, and must there- 
fore see that good schools are provided for Alsace and 
Lorraine. Since becoming acquainted with the attitude 
of the Deputies of those provinces, he was satisfied that 
the creation of a local Parliament for them would be 
unwise; it would lead to continual agitation, and per- 
haps endanger the peace of the empire. 

The Prussian government has issued a circular to 
provincial authorities, instructing them to most urgent- 
ly caution the people against the false representation of 
Brazillian emigration agents, stating that emigrants 
who went out under their representations continue to 
return to Germany in the most abject condition. 

A St. Petersburg dispatch says: The Russian govern- 
ment has sent notes to various Powers, inviting them 
to participate in the conference to be held here for the 
resumption of the discussion of the questions submitted 
to the conference lately held at Brussels. 

A dispatch of the 2d from Bahia, Brazil, says: In- 
telligence has been received here of the conclusion of 
peace between the Argentine government and General 
Mitre, who, with his officers and soldiers, have been 
granted amnesty. 

It is reported that a revolution has broken out in the 
Republic of Uruguay. 

Unitep States.—The public debt statement issued 
on the first inst., showed a decrease during the past 
month of $123,428; the coin balance was $83,043,376, 
and currency $16,699,311. 

The interments in Philadelphia last week numbered 
288. The average of the mean temperature of the 11th 
month, by the Pennsylvania Hospital record, was 45.20 
deg., the highest during the month 61 deg., and the 
lowest 26 deg. The amount of rain for the month was 
2.22 inches. The average of the mean temperature of 
the Eleventh month for the past 85 years, is stated to 
have been 43.33 deg.; the highest during that entire 
period was 50.50 deg., in 1849, and the lowest in 1793, 
38 deg. The mean temperature of the three fall months 
of 1874 has been 57.98 deg , which is nearly four deg. 
above the average of the past 85 years. The rain fall 
this year has thus far been 38.60 inches, against 56.47 
inches in the corresponding portion of 1873. 

The Secretary of War, in his annual report, states 
that the expenses of his department for the year ending 
6th mo. 30th last, including river and harbor improve- 


sury to sustain redemption. The President thinks that 
with resumption free banking may be authorized with 
entire safety and great benefit to the public. 

The rules adopted to improve the Civil Service of 
the government have been adhered to as closely as has 
been practicable with the opposition with which they 
are met. The effect is believed to have been beneficial 
on the whole, and has tended to elevate the service, but 
the rules cannot be maintained without the direct and 
positive support of Congress. 

The policy adopted for the management of Indian 
affairs, known as the peace policy, has been adhered to 
with most beneficial results. It is confidently hoped 
that a few years will relieve the frontiers from all dan- 
ger of Indian depredations. Some sort of territorial 
government for the Indian Territory is recommended, 
and also the extension of the Homestead laws to the 
Indians. 

Many other subjects are referred to in the message in 
a clear and concise manner. 

The total net receipts of the U.S. Treasury the last 
fiscal year, exclusive of loans, were $289,478,756, and 
the payments $287,133,875. Interest on the public 
debt was $107,119,812 ; expenses of the army and navy 
$73,246,515 ; pensions $29,038,415; Indians $6,692,463, 

The Markets, &c.—The following were the quotations 
on the 7thinst. Philadelphia—American gold, 111}, 
Uplands and New Orleans cotton, 14} a 153 cts. Super- 
fine and extra flour, $4 a $4.50; finer brands, $5 a 

7.50. Red wheat, $1.20 a $1.24; amber, $1.25 a $1.28; 
white, $1.37 a $1.42. Rye, 97 298 cts. New corn, 80 
a 84 cts.; old yellow and mixed, 92 a 93 cts. Oats, 64 
a 68cts. Lard, 14 a 14} cts. Extra beef cattle sold 
at 7 a 7} cts. per lb. gross; fair to good, 53 a 6} cts. and 
common 3} a4 cts. About 12,000 sheep sold at 4a 7} 
cts. per Ib. gross, and 5,500 hogs at $10.25 a $10.50 per 
100 lbs. net for corn fed. 


THE WESTERN SOUP HOUSE, 
Situated at No. 1615 South street, exclusively under 
the control of and mainly supported by Friends, will 
be opened for the delivery of soup on the 15th inst. It 
is expected that owing to the large number of persons 
out of employment, a greatly increased demand will be 
made this year upon the Society, in view of which the 
Friends having the management, earnestly solicit con- 
tributions to aid in carrying out the charitable work,— 
which may be sent to either 

SAMUEL Bert ir, No. 151 North Tenth St.; or 
Davipb Scut1, Jr., Treasurer, 125 Market St. 


WANTED. 


A Governess for Westtown Boarding School, to enter 
on her duties at the opening of the next Session. 
Apply to 
Elizabeth C. Scattergood, West Chester, Pa. 
Hannah Richardson, Wilmington, Del. 
Hannah Evans, No. 322 Union St., Philada. 
Lydia L. Walton, Moorestown, N. J. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 
Near Frankford, (Twenty-third Ward,) Philadelphia. 


Physician and Superintendent—JosHua H. WortH- 
InGToN, M. D. 

Applications for the Admission of Patients may be 
made to the Superintendent, or to any of the Board of 
Managers. 


Diep, at his residence in Dartmouth, Mass., on the 


ments, were $43,326,305, which is $3,998,993 less than|14th of 11th month, 1874, Tuomas K. WILsur, & 


in the previous year. member and elder of Dartmouth Monthly Meeting, in 
Congress met in Washington on the 7th inst., and the| the 79th year of his age. This dear Friend was through 
President’s annual message was received and read.| life a consistent and faithful supporter of the principles 
The President remarks that since the convening of and testimonies of Truth as ever held by the Society of 
Congress one year ago, the nation has undergone a| Friends, and concerned to prevent any innovation 


prostration in business and industries such as has not|Upon them. When he saw indications of this, he faith- 





been witnessed in this country for many years. One of| fully withstood them in the ability afforded ; in conse- 
the first steps towards a revival and. the re-establish-| quence of which he had much to endure from those 
ment of trade and business on solid foundations, is the| disposed to adopt a modification of the principles of 
restoration of a sound currency, which, in the Pre-| ur forefathers less in the cross to the propensities of 
sident’s opinion, can only be one of equal value with| the natural man. He maintained his integrity to the 
gold and silver, which are the recognized mediums of|!ast. He endured a protracted illness with patience 
exchange all over the civilized world. The question|#0d resignation, and as his end approached, of which 
of an early resumption of specie payments is therefore he was well aware, he evinced no trepidation or fear, 
earnestly urged on the attention of Congress. The re- but in itinocent and cheerful submission to the Divine 
peal of the legal tender clause of the Currency act is| Will ; quietly and peacefully passed away, we doubt not 
recommended, to take effect as to contracts made after| to a better and more enduring inheritance. 


the day which may be fixed by law for its repeal, and 
the Secretary of the Treasury should be provided with 
the means of accumulating sufficient gold in the Trea- 


WILLIAM H. PILE, PRINTER, 
No. 422 Walnut Street. 





